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Future Coffee and Chats ...
Tuesday 8 August – 10am

Fire and Ice Cafe at Southern Hotel

Thurs NOT Tues  - 14 Sept – 10am
Chocolate Cottage

10475 New England Hwy Highfields

Future Outings ...
Thurs 17 August - 10am

AEROTEC  Tour

Thurs 21 Sept – A Day in Pittsworth

Wednesday 11 October  - 11.30am
Probus Month Combined Clubs Lunch

Toowoomba Sports Ground

Tuesday 7 November 
Melbourne Cup Lunch

Toowoomba Sports Club

Tues 28 November - 7pm
Theatre Musical “Nunsense” - $25

Repertory Theatre

Wednesday 13 December
Probus Christmas Lunch
Toowoomba Sports Club

Our next 
meeting 

10am 
Wednesday

2 August

Above the 
Waist

Olympics

   October is Probus Month across Australia and the 4th 
October will also be our club’s second birthday. 
   So we are going to have a Probus at Twilight function 
from 4pm to 6pm in the Rose Cottage instead of our 
usual monthly meeting. Hors d’oeuvres and drinks will be 
served, and a multi-draw raffle held.
   We will be asking members to bring along a friend who 
may be a potential Probus member. The function focus 
will be on sharing our club highlights across the past two 
years in a friendly setting with some fun and fellowship.
We will be inviting our sponsoring club, Toowoomba 
North Rotary as well. Cost to members will be $5 which 
will give them 5 tickets in the multi-draw raffle. Guest 
will be free. So don your best bib and tucker gear and 
let’s celebrate Probus  and our special Garden City 
Toowoomba club! 

Probus at Twilight    Thank you to those attending on the 5th of July. Our 
Blaze Aid guest speaker for July, Gary Lawrence, gave an 
interesting and comprehensive talk on what Blaze Aid 
does and how it was formed. 
   Bert Vlietstra gave the member interview in the new 
format about his life. He had members discussing 
many different things during morning tea. This type of 
presentation gives members one example for their own 
member interview. 
   Once again thank you to the organisers of the club’s 
monthly morning tea; it gives all who attend a great social 
outing.  Appears too that those who attended the Mystery 
Xmas in July tour enjoyed their outing.
   There has been $16.10 worth of bottles returned to 
the Containers for Change benefiting the clubs account, 
Thank You to those who have contributed.
      President Peter.

    Bert was born in the 
Netherlands in 1952 and 
immigrated with his parents, 
brothers and sisters to Australia on 
a six week voyage in 1955. 
   After training from Sydney, 
the family lived at the Wacol 
Immigration Centre with Dutch, 
English and Scottish fellow 
immigrants. His parents lack 
of English made them very 
resourceful at communicating 
what they wished to eat and do. 
   His father worked at Woodlands 

Stud at Greenmount and then went share dairy farming 
– not successfully with the family then moving to 
Toowoomba.
   His mother worker as a cleaner for Dr Ogden, and 
his father was employed at KR Darling Downs – before 
moving on to Argyle station with the children going to 
school at Highfields. 
    Bert worked at Wandoan, Baralaba and for Boral - with 
his first love – heavy machinery and big trucks in the gas 
fields. 
   A heart attack forced him to sell his truck, retire and 
find another long term interest in Rotary – especially 
their Youth Services projects, and the David Hack Classic 
display in Toowoomba. 
   Bert married his redhead, Charmaine,  in 1975 and they 
have travelled extensively in Australia, the Pacific Islands, 
Asia and Europe and with their local caravan group
   

Foundation Member - Bert Vlietstra



PROBUS - a social club celebrating  fun, fellowship and friendship

Laugh a Little .... Guest Speaker - Gary Lawrence
Blaze Aid     Blazeaid.com.au

“From Little Things Big Things Grow”

   All Australians remember the Black 
Saturday bush fires which took 108 
lives, 200 homes and 400,000 acres 
of land across southern NSW and 
Victoria and burned for 6 weeks. 
   One couple who lost fences 
advertised in the local paper for 
some volunteers to help them fence 
the 3 kilometres they had lost – and 
25 people responded for 14 weeks 
work. In ten months, 3200 volunteers 
from Australia, Canada and the UK 
provided 500 kilometres of fencing 
for farmers, many of whom, who had 

lost more than just fencing.  
   Fourteen years later, Blaze Aid, which grew from Kevin 
and Rhonda Butler’s initial work, now:
• Is a registered charity with 2 full time paid staff
• Runs 190 volunteer camps across Australia
• Has 36,595 volunteers registered
• Has worked 385,300 days of volunteer work - 

equivalent to $400 Million value
• Has fenced 17,350 kilometres for farmers
• Has a network of equipped trailers in key towns 
• Has a number of “Bangers for Blaze Aid” vehicles
• Has volunteers from aged 90 to 4 
• Has a usual work week of 6 days from 7.30am to 

3.30pm for teams of 4
• Survives on grants and donations

An primary teacher presented each child with the 
1st half of a well-known proverb and asked them to 
come up with the remainder of the proverb. It’s hard 
to believe these were actually done by Year Ones! 
Their insight may surprise you. 
1. Don’t change horses until they stop running. 
2. Strike while the bug is close. 
3. Its always darkest before Daylight Saving Time 
4. Never underestimate the power of termites 
5. You can lead a horse to water but how? 
6. Don’t bite the hand that looks dirty. 
7. No news is impossible. 
8. A miss is as good as a Mr. 
9. You can’t teach a dog new Math. 
10. f you lie down with dogs you’ll stink in the 

morning 
11. Love all trust me. 
12. The pen is mightier than the pigs 
13. An idle mind is the best way to relax. 
14. Where there’s smoke there’s pollution 
15. Happy the bride who gets all the presents 
16. A penny saved is not much. Our Probus Club’s Containers for Change Number is 

C11103219 
   If you wish to return any refundable containers as a 
donation towards the Garden City Toowoomba Probus 
please do. You can return the containers to any Containers 
For Change depot within Queensland and use the above 
number on the screen. 
   This will deposit the money directly into the club bank 
account. (if unsure please do ask the attendants at the 
Containers for Change Depot).
   In Toowoomba depots are in Wilkinson Street or South 
/ Yaldwyn Streets, E&E Waste Kimberley Court or Tomra 
at 104 Neil Street near James Street on the Eastern side of 
the street.

Containers for Change Update



21 members of Garden City Probus Club enjoyed a Christmas in July lunch with a true Christmas flavour. 
They travelled to the Granite Belt Christmas Farm at Applethorpe for the full Christmas experience. 
Lunch was the traditional turkey and ham main followed by a delicious pavlova that everyone agreed was a winner. The 
lunch was topped off with a Belgian Chocolate and marshmallow drink. 
Even Santa showed up to wish the Probus Club members a “merry time”. 
Thank you to Vice President Jan Handy for making the trip happen!

Christmas in July Mystery Bus Trip -- Applethorpe Christmas Tree Farm




