
       President’s Message ...   

President Peter Williams: 0417 625 414

June 2023
PO Box 3167 Toowoomba QLD 4350

Our next 
meeting 10am 

Wednesday
 7 June 

Angel Flight &
Earth Angels

Future Outings ...
Wednesday 21 June - 9.30am

No 2 Car Treasure Hunt - Winter Solstice

Wednesday 19 July
Mystery Christmas in July Bus Trip

Thurs 21 Sept – A Day in Pittsworth

Wednesday 11 October 
Probus Month Combined Clubs Lunch

Tues 28 November 
Theatre Musical “Nunsense” - $25

OFT - Online Buying and Scams
   Thank you to those attending on the 3rd 
of May. With the assistance of Past President 
Daphne, some of us entertained the members 
utilising a small skit Daphne had in her 
archives. From all reports it was well accepted 
for its enjoyment.
   The morning tea held at Another Life Café 
was well patronised. Maria and I were at 
Lightning Ridge with 3 of her sisters and 
their husbands therefore were unable to be at 
the Army Museum at Oakey.
   Don’t forget there will be a Management Committee 
Meeting after the meeting this 7th of June.
   If anyone has any suggestions for activities, please let us 
Know.         Peter Williams OAM

Garden City Toowoomba Probus

  Email: gardencityprobus@gmail.com     Web: www.gardencityprobus.com.au
    Mobile: 0417 625 414

Future Coffee and Chats ...
Tuesday 13 June - 10am

Morning Melodies with Kathy Drummond
Oakey RSL 

Free Tea/Coffee or $5 with Cake

Tuesday 11 July - 10am 
TBA

Susan Fallon from the Office of Fair Trading 
briefed us on the $30 Billion scammed from 
Australians in 2022. 

Her points to note were:
• Use only secure websites- those with a visible Lock in the 

top line of the screen
• Check if the company has an actual physical Aust address 
• Buy online from Australian based companies only
• Use a two point authorisation for any bank transfers (i.e. 

on-screen section and phone sent code)
• Set up a PayPal account for money transfers and to ensure 

refunds if required
• Do a Google search to check company details (address, 

phone number, email, etc)
• Do a Google Reverse search to locate company details and 

their Scam history
• If cold-called by a scammer, say only Hi (No more words) 

to avoid having your voice captured
• Make passwords a minimum of 11 characters made up of 

upper and lower case, numerals and symbols
• Ensure you have Scam Alert on your mobile phone
• Make sure you register on the Do Not Call Register 

annually to avoid cold callers - Charities are exempt
• Aways use a Bank Cheque for large payments eg. Car 

purchase and insist on a receipt. A RACQ pre-purchase 
check before a car purchase costs about $400

• When emailing: Use “TO” to contact one person; “BCC” 
for two or more to avoid multiple email addresses being 
captured by scammers

• If you suspect an email: Check for full company address, 
email recipient named, email sender named, any grammar 
or spelling errors, any suggestions to join a mailing list, any 
request to check links in the email - ask “Do I need to open 
it?”

• Read ALL Terms and Conditions information prior to 
signing/agreeing (especially for delivery times etc)

• Refunds are usually given only for faulty product NOT 
incorrect sizing, change of heart issues

• Unsolicited consumer agreements/Door to Door salesmen 
– if you agree to a contract, you have 10 business days 
cooling off period to change your mind. In this time, 
you can cancel the contract without penalty. Cooling-off 
periods sometimes don’t apply, such as for emergency 
repairs after a natural disaster. In most cases, a trader must 
give you the cooling-off period.

• Door-to-door sellers must not approach any residence 
displaying a 'do-not-knock' notice.

• Be aware that within the My Aged Care application, you can 
change service providers

• Photocopy the contents of your wallet on a regular basis in 
case of theft etc

• If scammed, report details to Scamwatch, Office of Fair 
Trading, Qld Police or IDCare (depending on the nature of 
the scam).  

• You can contact Office of Fair Trading on 137468.



Member Interview - John Brunner

PROBUS - a social club celebrating  fun, fellowship and friendship

Laugh a Little ...
    John was born in Toowoomba but spent 
35 years away in Sydney and says it has 
been good to be back. His best holidays 
were every year caravanning at Tweed 
Heads and Easter at Maroochydore in tents. 
John’s favourite food is his every Saturday 
steak.  John’s first job was with KR Darling 
Downs, the bacon factory in Toowoomba, 
and his last job was with the Gyprock 
factory in Sydney making Scandinavian 

Profiles.  His current favourite movie is John Wick IV with his 
music likes being Country and Western. John attended a local 
Kiss concert and likes to support local bands in Toowoomba. 
   In retirement, John has been using his ute and van for small 
delivery jobs. If he won the lottery, he would pay off his son’s 
huge mortgage.

   Maria Williams shared Peter’s and her recent tours of 
painted murals on grain silos and water tanks across 
Victoria. Most artists spend time before in the town with 
the silo or tank before beginning work. This enables them 
to capture the essence of the town, its people, culture and 
history.

Silo Art Presentation

   A small group of members spent a most 
enjoyable and informative two hours 
being shown through the museum at the 
Oakey Army base on Thursday 25 May - 
given the enthusiasm of their guide, they 
could have been there for much longer!

It is open Wednesday to Saturday from 10:00am to 
3:00pm and is highly recommended.

Army Aviation Flying Museum - Oakey

Members Hidden Talents?                 Guess Who!

Wife: Shall I prepare Curry or Soup today? 
Husband: First make it, we will name it later.
A drunk was in front of a judge.  
The judge says, “ You’ve been brought here for drinking.  
The drunk says, “Okay, let’s get started”.
A frustrated husband in front of his laptop: 
Dear Google, please do not behave like my wife. Please allow 
me to complete my sentence before  you start guessing & 
suggesting. 
Patient: “I have ringing in my ears.” 
Doctor: “Don’t answer!”


