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Future Outings ...
Thursday 25 May - 10am

Army Flying Museum & Oakey RSL Lunch

Wednesday21 June - 9.30am
No 2 Car Treasure Hunt - Winter Solstice

Wednesday 19 July
Christmas in July Bus Trip

QFES - Qld Fire and Emergency Service

   Thank you for attending 5th April meeting. 
We welcomed a visitor/guest – Barry 
Keleher OAM. Past President Daphne once 
again entertained us with a short poem. 

   We spoke about the Containers for Change and there 
will be an account set up for donations to the club. We 
learnt a little of Heather Palmer’s life; Maria Williams’  
Silo Art presentation will be presented again at the May 
meeting. 
   Guest speakers from the Fire Brigade were introduced 
after morning tea – 4 at first then the one out in the truck 
notified them of a call out, left us with 2 - once the call out 
was complete we had 5 men and two appliances!                
     Jan Handy ran the Easter Bingo after the Firemen left, 
keeping the fun and games going. Thank you also to Jan 
Handy who organised the TAFE Lunch and to Sheryl and 
Dawn for the morning tea in April. 
   Maria and I would have liked to attend the TAFE lunch 
but Maria’s son was home for Easter, and we had to take 
him back to Brisbane Airport that day. Hope everyone 
had a safe, Holy Easter and enjoyed any family time you 
could.         Peter Williams OAM

Garden City Toowoomba Probus

  Email: gardencityprobus@gmail.com     Web: www.gardencityprobus.com.au
    Mobile: 0417 625 414

At the April meeting, 
new President Peter 
Williams presented 
outgoing President 

Daphne Clark with a 
Thank You gift 

from members - 
an orchid - one of her 

favourite flowers.

Future Coffee and Chats ...
  Tuesday 9 May - 10am

Another Life Cafe
114 Bellevue Street

Tuesday 13 June - 10am
Morning Melodies with Kathy Drummond

Oakey RSL 
Free Tea/Coffee or $5 with Cake

   Our April guest speakers were two 
crews and their two fire appliances 
– one the usual fire engine with 
water tanks and the second, the 
region rescue vehicle equipped for 
accidents, water rescue etc. After 
their briefing, we were moved 
outside to view all of  the incredible 
equipment now used by QFES.     
   Current Smoke Alarm legislation 
means rented premises should now 
have interconnected photoelectric 
alarms fitted. Home owners will  
need theirs in place by January 2027. Most need to be 
hardwired by accredited electricians. QFES recommends 
alarms in bedrooms, hallways and downstairs living areas 
to wake families if fumes are detected. A pillow vibration 
device (also available with a flashing strobe light) is 
available for hearing impaired people. Toowoomba fires 
seem to start from electrical faults in home equipment, 
winter heaters, candles near curtains, oil overheating in 
saucepans, lithium batteries in phones, electric scooters 
and batteries in drills on 
charging. 
   The use and storage of fire 
blankets was demonstrated.
Use only when confident, calm 
and able to fully smother the 
burning pot or device. Hold 
the blanket with fingers curled 
behind the top of the blanket 
not over the top. Do not store 
the fire blanket over or so close 
to the stove. It can become 
saturated by oil or fat fumes 
over time. 
A free Safe Home visit by a fireman can be organised to 
help identify home hazards and correct positioning of 

alarms. Call 13 74 68 to book a visit.



TAFE Lunch

Member Interview - Heather Palmer 

PROBUS - a social club celebrating  fun, fellowship and friendship

   Twenty-one members enjoyed lunch at Futures, 
the training restaurant for TAFE in Bridge Street on 
Wednesday last. Jan Handy, the organiser, presented our 
two members celebrating birthdays on that day, 26 April,  
with a gift bag of goodies and we all sang Happy Birthday!

Happy 
Birthday 
to Sharon 

Fletcher and 
Mike Handy

   Heather was born in 
  Toowoomba and has lived here 
  all of her life. She remembers 
  going to school during the war 
  with soldiers based in Queens 
  Park and being told by teaching 
  staff not to talk to them – even 
  when the soldiers talked to the 
  children. 

   Her holiday favourite stories are from the times at 
her grandparents’ home at Redcliffe. Her first job was 
in a fabric shop and her last at a 4WD centre – both  
now long gone. Heather met her husband at a local 
dance at the Memorial Hall in Ruthven Street. She 
loves the film, Sound of Music and the Seekers for 
their music. 
   In her busy retirement, she belongs to the Floral 
Art Group, Friends of the Rose Gardens and enjoys 
regular swimming sessions. If she won the Lotto, she 
would use the funds to help her family.

A man in a hot air balloon realized he was lost. 
He reduced altitude and spotted a woman below. 
He descended a bit more and shouted, ‘Excuse 
me, can you help me? I promised a friend I would 
meet him an hour ago, but I don’t know where I am.’ 
The woman below replied, ‘You are in a hot air balloon 
hovering approximately 30 feet above the ground. You are 
between 40- and 41-degrees north latitude and between 59- 
and 60-degrees west longitude.’ 
‘You must be an engineer,’ said the balloonist. ‘I am,’ replied 
the woman, ‘How did you know?’ ‘Well,’ answered the 
balloonist, ‘everything you told me is technically correct, but I 
have no idea what to make of your information, and the fact is 
I am still lost. Frankly, you’ve not been much help so far.’ 
The woman below responded, ‘You must be in Management.’ ‘I 
am,’ replied the balloonist, ‘but how did you know?’ ‘Well,’ said 
the woman, ‘you don’t know where you are or where you are 
going. You have risen to where you are due to a large quantity 
of hot air. You made a promise, which you have no idea how 
to keep, and you expect people beneath you to solve your 
problems. The fact is you are in exactly the same position you 
were in before we met, but now, somehow, it’s my fault.

Keep Smiling ...

 You think you know stress?
When I grew up, if you missed a TV show, 

you missed it. Forever!

Climate Change Hits New York


