
President’s Message...

President Daphne Clark: 0411 273 320

May 2022

Garden City Toowoomba Probus
PO Box 3167 Toowoomba QLD 4350

Our next 
meeting is 
at 10am on 
Wednesday

4 May

Rose Cottage
Holberton St

April Guest Speaker... Town Crier
Kevin Howarth, Town Crier

    Members were kept amused by 
  Kevin’s potted history of Town
  Criers and his own humorous 
  experiences as Toowoomba’s 
  Town Crier over the past 4 
   years. Town Criers in Britain 
   are thought to have come to
   the fore in 1066 when news of 
   William of Normandy’s 
    invasion was known. These 
    individuals were specifically 
    employed to call out the King’s 
    proclamation.
      Historically town criers, or 
    Bellmen, were the original 
    newsmen. Town criers were 
protected by law; “Don’t shoot the messenger” was a very 
real command as anything that was done to a town crier 
was deemed to be done to the King and was therefore a 
treasonable offence.
   Usually people of standing in the community were 
chosen as criers; they had to be able to read and write the 
official proclamations. Today, each town crier is officially 
appointed by the Mayor. The style of uniforms dates 
back to the 17th Century with the Town crier’s robes in a 
similar style to those of the mayor. The Crier’s uniform is 
usually designed, incorporating the colours of the Crier’s 
town; Kevin’s kilt is the Ruthven Tartan. 
   The ceremonial Tricorne (hat) is adorned with curling 
feathers; a traditional representation of the quills used 
by earlier town criers to write their proclamations. 
Crier’s announcements are always preceded by the 
traditional“Oyez Oyez Oyez” (from 13th-century Old 
French ‘oiez.) and conclude with “God save the Queen”.

May Guest Speaker...
   Our Guest Speaker for our May meeting 
will be Ian Warples who has been collecting 
the history of some of Queensland’s icons - 
shearing sheds and rural properties. 
   Ian Waples has a background as an engineer 
and now enjoys researching and writing about history as a 
hobby. To date he has published books on Isis Downs Station 
in the 1910s, Laguna Station Augathella and Portland Downs 
stations.

May Meeting Lunch & Games Afternoon..

After sharing a Subway sandwich lunch, we will be 
having a Games afternoon - some cards games and other 

puzzles, dominoes etc to challenge your brains! 
So please stay and share lunch and play on!

Bring your $7.50 for lunch and drinks to the meeting - 
but please email us BEFORE the meeting if you intend to 

have lunch and stay for the games afternoon.
 Email: daphneclark57@gmail.com

Member Interview:  Peter Williams OAM
Born Cowra, NSW and lived on a verity of rural 
properties. Was driving a tractor at aged 4; and a semi 
trailer at 10. Peter is allergic to fish, tomatoes, dairy and 
eggs. Last job before retirement  at a dangerous goods 
warehouse supporting the mining and gas fracking 
industries. Met his current wife when he signed her up at 
a scouting event. 
Spending his so called retirement land clearing, house 
renovating and lots of time as a volunteer for Rotary, 
Scouts and the Toowoomba Show.

Says if he won the Lotto, feels his wife would spend it!

   We are in May already. Doesn’t time fly? This 
month I am asking you to stay for a Subway 
lunch at the May meeting and to socialise after 
over some games. Why? So that we can spend 
more time together and get to know each other 
a little more and to start making those new friendships, 
which are so important moving forward. 
   What games, I hear you ask? I have lots of options, most 
requiring little or no skill, just a great sense of humour 
and a desire to have a laugh or two. And of course there is 
the ongoing thong throwing competition where you can 
accumulate points towards a fabulous (??) prize for the 
person with the highest score at our Christmas party. 
   Your committee wants to organise a day bus tour in July to 
some nearby townships so you can learn more about some of 
their attractions that may not be available to you when doing 
a self drive. I think you will be impressed with what we are 
preparing for you. And you can bring a friend or two along 
with you, depending on seating capacity of course. 
And, of course, if you have any ideas to help make your club 
more relevant to you, please come and talk to me so we can 
all move forward together.
Cheers, Daphne

  Email: gardencityprobus@gmail.com     Web: www.gardencityprobus.com.au
    Mobile: 0411 273 320



PROBUS - a social club celebrating  fun, fellowship and friendship

Some Thoughts to Ponder...

Future Outings and Activities .....
Wednesday 18 May - 10am - Coffee and Chat

 Cafe at Cobb and Co Museum,
Lindsay Street

Share some conversation and company.

Friday 10 June - 12pm- TAFE Lunch
Venue - TAFE College, 100 Bridge Street

$18/person payable at June Meeting

Let’s Laugh a Little ...

Empire Theatre Tour

   Seventeen members, and potential members, shared a 
most informative tour of the 3 venues of the Empire Theatre, 
backstage areas and dressing rooms on Wednesday 20 April. 
   Friends of the Empire group, Margaret and Vic, were our 
guides and provided much information about the history 
and restoration of the theatre after a fire, years of neglect, 
closure and final restoration of the theatre and interior in the 
1930s Art Deco style. 
   Everyone was surprised by the large stage and backstage 
area, huge lighting rigs, flats and curtaining mechanisms as 
well as the extensive dressing rooms and practice studios at 
the back of the stage. We also looked at the Armitage Centre, 
with its retractable seating and flexible performance space, 
and the 1877 Church Theatre. After the tour, we shared a 
morning tea in the Empire side foyer.

Now we know why cat racing never worked!!

•  Apparently an RSVP to a wedding invitation saying 
“Maybe next time” isn’t the correct response. 

• Aliens probably fly by Earth and lock their doors. 
• I really don’t mind getting older, but my body is taking 

it badly. 
• I miss the 90’s when bread was still good for you and 

no one knew what kale was. 
• Confuse your doctor by putting on rubber gloves at 

the same time he does. 
• My wife asked me to take her to one of those 

restaurants where they make food right in front of 
you. I took her to Subway. 

• I want to be 14 again and ruin my life differently. I 
have lots of new ideas. 

• As I watch this new generation try to rewrite our 
history, one thing I’m sure of … It will be misspelled 
and have no punctuation.

Wife texts husband on a cold winter morning: 
“Windows frozen, won’t open.” 
Husband texts back: “Gently pour some water over it and 
gently tap edges with a hammer.” 
Wife texts back 10minutes later: 
“Computer really messed up now.”Food for Thought- Do You Belong: 

Are you an active member, the kind that would be missed? 
Or are you quite content, that your name is on the list? 
Do you attend the meetings, and mingle with the flock? 
Or do you stay at home, to criticise and “knock”? 
Do you take an active part, to help the work along? 
Or are you only satisfied, to only just belong? 
Do you take a stand, for the things you think are right? 
Or leave the work to just a few, and talk instead of fight? 
Think it over members, you know what’s right and wrong!

Not sure if I
washed the spider
down the drain in

my shower
or if he took one
look at me naked 
and then leapt
willingly to
his death


